City-dwelling sparrows and finches incorporate the butts of smoked cigarettes into their nests, seemingly to ward off parasitic mites.
ANTHROPOLOGY

Romani have Indian ancestry
The 11 million members of Europe's largest minority group, the Romani (pictured), are descended from a single population that left India some 1,500 years ago and dispersed across Europe through the Balkans.
CHEMISTRY
Greenhouse gas finds a use
A potent greenhouse gas that is a by-product of refrigerant production can be used to add a fluorine-based group to molecules -a desirable reaction in the manufacture of drugs and agrochemicals.
G. K. Surya Prakash and his colleagues at the University of Southern California in Los Angeles report that the gas -which has the formula CF 3 H and is known as fluoroform or HFC-23 -can be reacted with other molecules, resulting in the addition of CF 3 to carbon, silicon, boron or sulphur atoms. The reaction occurs under simple conditions and provides a rare use for a chemical with a global-warming potential 11,700 times greater than that of carbon dioxide. 
Hormone may aid monogamy
Men in monogamous relationships keep their distance from good-looking women after receiving nasal puffs of oxytocinthe human hormone that has been linked to romantic attraction -whereas single men do not.
René Hurlemann at the University of Bonn, Germany, and his colleagues recruited 86 heterosexual men who were either single or in stable monogamous relationships. The volunteers were asked to choose how close to stand to female or male experimenters, or to perform a similar task using photographs. Compared with single men and partnered men who had received a placebo, partnered men given oxytocin stood 10-15 centimetres farther away from women they deemed attractive, and approached pictures of attractive women more slowly. No effect was seen with the male experimenters.
The authors suggest that oxytocin could help to maintain fidelity in romantic relationships. 
QUANTUM PHYSICS
Atom cooled to ground state
Using a tightly focused beam of light as optical tweezers, researchers have confined a single neutral atom for long enough to cool it to its lowest-energy quantum state, a requirement for many quantum-computing applications.
Researchers have previously cooled charged atoms in a similar way, but uncharged atoms may be more appealing for use in quantum devices because they do not interact with electric fields. Cindy Regal and her collaborators at JILA, a joint research institute of the US National Institute of Standards and Technology and the University of Colorado at Boulder, first used optical tweezers to trap an individual rubidium atom. Then, using a laser-based technique called Raman sideband cooling, they cooled the atom to its nearmotionless ground state. 
